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ORDINARY CANADIAN  SEEKS  LEADERSHIP  OF  CANADIAN ALLIANCE





Margret Kopala today announced that she is exploring the viability of a formal bid for the leadership of the Canadian Alliance.  Born to descendants of Polish and Ukrainian immigrant homesteaders in the farming communities of Glendon and Bonnyville in northeastern Alberta,  the fifty four year old homemaker, writer,  political activist and community volunteer who ran as a Progressive Conservative candidate in Ottawa West-Nepean in the 1997 election was educated in Edmonton (B.A.;B.F.A. University of Alberta) before working in British television and then settling in Ottawa  in 1986.  Her humble origins,  experience abroad and deep roots in Alberta and Ontario  have created a deep and abiding passion for Canada.  “Living outside the country for twelve years gave me a sense of Canada’s potential for greatness - both as a beacon of international civility and as a model of a prosperous, just and pluralist society.  I didn’t know then what role I might play in our country’s development, but when the Meech Lake crisis arrived, I felt I wanted to do something and decided to get involved.”


Her freelance writing and citizen’s initiatives on the constitution led to her being selected as one of the “ordinary Canadians” to participate in the constitutional conferences leading to the Charlottetown Accord.  In 1993 she joined the Progressive Conservative constituency association of Ottawa West (- Nepean) where she edited its upscale newsletter and later became its president .  She also founded and is chair of the National Debaters’ Forum and participates in the Futures and Strategies Network, a citizen based “think tank”. Her extensive background in community service most recently features  work as the volunteer producer of a community television show. 


“Other leadership candidates offer depth in terms of service in parliament and provincial government while I offer fresh thinking and depth as a concerned and active citizen.  All my undertakings have  promoted citizen involvement and informed decision making. Through participation, discussion and debate,” she says, “we render democracy the highest form of political expression. My candidacy for the Canadian Alliance leadership would be a testimony to and fulfilment of the participatory processes fostered by Joe Clark’s constitutional conferences and Preston Manning’s Reform Party.”  


While subscribing to the policies and principles recently approved at the Canadian Alliance convention,  Kopala says she will be offering additional proposals for getting Canada’s affairs in order for the 21st century.  “The 21st century will belong to Canada, but first we need to get our ship of state ship shape.  Our spending programs, our jurisdictions, our tax system, even some of our parliamentary institutions need cleaning up!” she says.  


An advocate  of rapprochement between Tories and Reformers since May of 1998,  Kopala will continue her pursuit of this dream under the Canadian Alliance banner.  “We need one Conservative Party,  neither progressive nor reform, but simply conservative. Instead of fighting over who owns the name, we should simply unite under it. The once mighty but still noble Progressive Conservative Party of Canada and the Canadian Alliance must keep the doors open with a view to meeting as equals.”  Kopala is looking for organisational and financial support to run a small, effective campaign.  “Members of the Canadian Alliance want substance.  I intend to deliver.” 





Margret Kopala will meet the press at 11am, Tuesday,  April 11th  in the Charles Lynch Press Room, 130S Centre Block.   For more information phone or fax (613)225-1736, email daigu@magma.ca or write to 2150 Berwick Avenue, Ottawa K2C OY3, Ontario.
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